Tracy Hensler – Top Ten


My Top Ten Educational Websites in no particular order – Tracy Hensler

1. http://www.starfall.com/
Starfall is all about helping kids learn to read, with everything from the ABC basics to Chinese fables and Greek mythology for those who already know their way around a book by themselves. Its phonics foundation helps kids learn how to recognize sounds and eventually figure out words on their own.  The website is great for preschool through second grade and includes math, as well as a well-developed Kindergarten curriculum.  
2. http://thekidzpage.com/
TheKidzPage is a portal with over 1,500 free jigsaw puzzle games that kids can play online, over 900 free kid's printable coloring pages, more than 2,000 free pieces of children's clipart and enough free online kids games to keep kids busy and entertained for many hours.  This website is made up of over 5,000 pages of fun, learning activities.  And, an average of 1 to 2 new fun games and other kids' activities are added daily. 
Math puzzles, baby-face Sudoku (with faces instead of numbers), word searches, and "spot-the-difference" games are challenging and fun for even younger kids.  
3. http://www.scholastic.com/home/
Scholastic has compiled an amazing teacher's resource that parents can also use for free, with subjects and lessons geared for everyone from preschool all the way through twelfth grade. Browse by grade and subject, and be sure to check out the red-starred offerings.  Parents and children alike can enjoy playing a variety of games, learning all about the best books and gaining access to special downloads offered by this website. Children who require assistance with their homework can enjoy the luxury of having homework assistance through Scholastic online, too.
4. http://www.FactMonster.com/
For younger students, FactMonster from Information Please is the tool to use. The Reference Desk on this site features a layout that is designed for easy fact-finding and includes timelines and an almanac, atlas, dictionary, and encyclopedia, as well as a Homework Center. Students can also search by visually identified topics or by typing in keywords. Check out fun features such as Biographies of the Presidents, the Geography Hall of Fame, and the Tallest Buildings Slideshow.

5. http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/
Science classes—including the ubiquitous science project—aren't as easy for some to grasp as they are for others. On ScienceMadeSimple, elementary and middle school students can get detailed answers to many science questions, read current news articles related to science, get ideas on school projects, and take advantage of unit conversion tables. Users can also find out if their school's textbooks pass the test.

6. http://www.novelguide.com/
The web's answer to those black- and yellow-striped Cliff Notes is Novelguide, a reliable and free source for literary analysis of classic and contemporary books such as Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn and Fyodor Dostoyevsky's Notes from the Underground. The site offers character profiles, metaphor and theme analysis, and author biographies.

7. http://funschool.kaboose.com/arcade/index.html
Funschool is an arcade of sorts with educational games of varying levels and subjects for children in preschool through sixth grade. Games can be found in the following subject areas: language arts, science, math, music, arts, sports, etc.  There is a lot to choose from and several skill levels that can accommodate a range of computer skills. This site needs supervision, but once the child becomes familiar with the games and activities, he or she will be able to play independently. They also offer coloring pages and resources for parents as well as teachers.
8. http://www.coolmath.com/
CoolMath offers a fun and easy way to do math.  Users will find lessons, study tips, games, puzzles, and explanations that make sense for ages three and up.  There are selections for preschool math through pre-calculus.  And, the website isn’t just math; it offers reading and spelling games, as well as resources for teachers and parents.
9. http://www.ixl.com/
In IXL, each grade level has its own themed game board, filled with awards and prizes, so practicing math is like one big treasure hunt.  Users win as they excel.  Applications can be found by searching grades and topics.  The website is expanding to include advanced math topics such as Geometry, Trigonometry, and many more.  Its language arts program will unlock the world of words with fun, interactive practice problems in thousands of skills. 
10. http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/
ScienceMadeSimple provides detailed answers to many science questions.  Students in elementary through middle school are able to read current news articles related to science, get ideas for school projects, and utilize unit conversion tables.  
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